Fast track your way through airport queues
If you travel to the APEC region for business three or more times a year, you may be interested in learning how to obtain the APEC Business Travel Card and fast track through long international airport queues.

About the APEC Business Travel Card scheme

The Department of Immigration and Citizenship (DIAC) developed the APEC Business Travel Card (ABTC) in response to the need for business people to gain streamlined entry to the economies of the Asia Pacific Region. 

The ABTC cuts through the red tape of business travel, allowing approved business people to obtain multiple short-term business visitor entry to participating countries. There are currently eighteen countries participating in the ABTC scheme.
Eligibility

You must, among other criteria:

· hold a valid Australian Passport

· travel to the APEC region at least three times a year for trade and investment related business activities such as: exploring business opportunities and attending meetings

· provide evidence about your business and reasons for travel to the APEC region.

Among other conditions, the ABTC is for short stay business visits and is not appropriate for people travelling to engage in paid employment.

Why we call the ABTC the ‘M1’ of international business travel

· there is no need to individually apply for visas or entry permits each time you travel to the participating APEC countries as the ABTC is your visa

· depending on the pre-clearance granted by the individual country, cardholders may stay up to two or three months on each visit

· the ABTC allows fast track entry and exit via designated and signposted APEC lanes (entry to the USA is via air crew lanes) at major international airports for express immigration processing

· the ABTC is the size of a credit card

· the ABTC is valid for three years.

If you would like further information about applying for an ABTC, for yourself and/or your colleagues, or any other migration query, please contact: 
Dominic Pelligana 

Partner
+61 3 9288 6386

dpelligana@kpmg.com.au
